
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communicator 
GROW IN THE WORD  GO WITH THE WORD     JULY 2016 

Submitted by Richard G. 

Buildings/Grounds News 

   Have you noticed the improved water flow in the basement 
bathrooms?  You will keep dry when you wash your hands now.  
Plumber Dale U. replaced the aerators. 
   Steir Construction Company will be contacted to determine the cause 
of the leak in the window near the church offices. 
   Rubber mulch is needed on the playground.  It is showing bare spots.  
I will be checking the prices and the amount needed to find the most cost 
effective way to do this. 
   The retaining wall on the 60th Street parking lot is deteriorating.  This 
wall was repaired about 8 years ago.  It may need to be replaced.  
Hopefully it will last for another 5 years before needing replacement. 
   On June 22, carpeting was cleaned in the Preschool room, the 
Preschool area rugs and the hallway outside the Preschool room. 
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LWMS Spring Rally 
Highlights 

Submitted by Lucille L. 

   The spring rally of Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS), 
Metro North Circuit, was hosted by the 
women of Christ the Lord Lutheran 
Church in Brookfield, April 23, 2016.  
A delicious breakfast was served. 
   Pastor David Kolander led the 
morning devotion. 
   Pastor Phil Casmer introduced the 
World Mission speakers.  Via Skype we 
learned about our WELS Mission in 
Russia from Missionary Ben Foxen and 
his wife Becky. 
   Our church’s work in Russia began in 
1993.  Besides holding church services, 
Pastor Foxen holds English Club 
meetings.  Their time is spent on 
language study and Bible study. 
   The Foxens shared stories about day 
to day life in Russia.  Mrs. Foxen is 
involved in a women’s club which 
includes crafts, service projects, and 
Bible study.  They live in a fourth floor 
walk-up apartment with three small 
children. 
   They also showed us a video made by 
the members of their church expressing 
sincere and heartfelt thanks for our 
prayers and support, and 
acknowledging that we are together in 
the body of Christ. 
   Our members had been requested to 
bring warm wool socks to send to 
Russia.  An abundant supply of socks 
were brought to the meeting.  They will 
be going to Russia as soon as 
arrangements can be made to send 
them. 
   The business meeting followed after a 
break.  We had the election of officers.  
Representatives of twenty-seven of the 
twenty-eight member churches were 
present for roll call.  The total 
attendance was 127.  Our morning 
collection was $$1,569.75.  World 
Missions for Ukraine received 
$1,177.31 and $392.44 will go to the 
Circuit Working Fund..  A separate 
collection of $176.00 was taken for 
Furlough House. 
 

   We selected our home and world 
missions.  Home mission will be 
outreach to the Muslims and world 
mission will be the Nepal Project. 
   Congregational offerings totaled 
$5,883.09 and will be split as 
follows: 
 
International LWMS Home 
Missions to Caribbean  
  $1,470.77 
 
Called Workers Scholarship Fund 
     $2,206.16 
 
Cameroon Projects  
  $2,206.16 
 
   The 53rd Annual Convention  
Shepherd  of Milwaukee and 
Divintiy-Divine Charity of 
Whitefish Bay.  The rally will be 
held at Loving Shepherd. 
   The 2017 Spring Rally will be 
held on April 29, 2017 at St. 
Marcus Church. 
   The Rally was adjourned. 

Answers to St James Trivia 

1-j, 2-d, 3-a, 4-e, 5-i, 6-g, 7-f, 8-c, 9-h, 10-b 
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Financial Report 
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Summary Financial Information 
9/1/15-5/31/16  
       Actual       Budget 
       Y-T-D        Y-T-D 
Year to date 
   Total Revenue (1)      $200,955.58   $213,350.94 
 
Year to date 
   Total Expenses     $208,287.51   $229,408.38 
 
 Net Gain/(Loss)      ($ 7,331.93)       ($16,057.44) 
 

(1) Actual year-to-date total revenue includes 
$5,000.00 borrowed from Joseph’s Harvest 

        fund in order to meet the Dec. 16 payroll. 

July Birthdays 
Simon D. 

Kathleen C. 
Marlene S. 

Olive K. 
Rebekah O. 

James T. 
David B. 
Taylor I. 
Deb H. 

Elisha D. 
Sue G. 

Steve G. 
Deonna G. 
Gloria H. 
Sarah C. 

Christopher D. 
Rachel K. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship Essays - 
“What Bible passage holds special  meaning for you and why?” 

Hunter’s Essay 
Hunter will be attending eleventh grade at Luther Prep in 
Watertown, and submitted the following essay: 

 
Faith is, along with grace and scripture, a pillar 
of our Lutheran belief. Faith in our savior is 
given to us by the Holy Spirit, that we may have 
salvation in God. Hebrews 11:1 importantly 
defines faith in an understandable and simple 
context. The passage states, "Now faith is 
confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see." 
 
Not believing in God and his power is often a 
result of human ignorance and self- confidence 
in our own thinking. We often let our own 
imperfect and tainted human reasoning create 
doubt and contempt for God within our hearts. 
We sometimes think ourselves to be too smart or 
knowledgeable to believe God's word and his 
promises. We allow ourselves to create atheistic 
theories and beliefs from earthly "evidence" and 
thinking. This is because we are forgetful of and 
oblivious to what faith actually is. 
 
Faith is a complete and unconditional trust and 
certainty in God and his promises. This faith 
given to us by the Holy Spirit is to be given 
priority over our personal thinking and 
reasoning. Nobody can selectively believe 
certain parts of God's word and disregard others 
in a true faith. God's word obviously contains 
events that defy the scientific and worldly laws 
that limit us as humans. A belief in these verities 
is part of a true faith in God and his word. 
 
I, as a sinful and prideful human being, need 
redundant reminiscence of what faith is. I 
require God to constantly show me that my 
thinking is flawed, and that my faith is not built 
upon that thinking, but upon his word. This 
passage is absolutely precious to me for that 
reason, and I doubt I will ever forget it. Faith 
most certainly is a confidence and assurance in 
God's word and promises. 

 
Encourage and pray for all of our young people and their 
parents as they continue to enjoy the blessings of a 
Christian education, made possible, in part, by the 
scholarship gifts from St. James. 
 
If you want to know how you can contribute to the 
Scholarship Fund, speak with Steve G., Tom B., or the 
church office. 
 

Finley’s Essay 

Finley will be attending third grade at St. John’s in Wauwatosa.  
His parents, Matt and Eilene, submitted the following essay: 
 

When asked what Bible passage Fin would like to write his 
essay about, he didn't think twice. He immediately 
responded with John 3:16. I, his mother, assumed he 
picked this verse because it had been drilled into his head 
so many times. So I encouraged him to think more about it. 
After all, what more can be said about John 3:16? 
 
As you may guess, we learned some things in our research 
of the verse that is so common to us Christians. First of all, 
we both assumed John said the words in John 3:16. Fin 
began reading at chapter 3:1, "Jesus Teaches Nicodemus." 
We found that Jesus said these words to Nicodemus. We 
were both surprised. The context is that Nicodemus, a 
Pharisee, came to Jesus and said they knew that Jesus was 
from God because of the miraculous signs Jesus had 
performed. Jesus responded, "I tell you the truth, no one 
can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 
 
Of course Nicodemus took Jesus literally and thought the 
idea preposterous. Jesus explained further that no one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless he is born, "of water and 
the Spirit." At this point we cross referenced these words 
with Acts 22:16, and Titus 3:5. These verses discuss 
baptism and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. We 
discussed what it means to have the Holy Spirit guide our 
behavior. We call it the little voice in the back of our head 
that tells us we probably shouldn't do something. Paul 
explains that before being born again, "we were foolish, 
disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions 
and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated 
and hating one another." However, we were saved from 
these behaviors after Jesus appeared in kindness, love and 
mercy. Jesus was an example of who we should be, kind 
and good. 
 
Then we read the words in verse 16, "For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." We 
discussed what these words meant to us. Fin said John 3:16 
makes him feel, "safe and happy." When asked to explain 
why, Fin said because Jesus died for his sins, and saved 
him from his sin. Because Jesus did this, Fin feels like 
nothing can harm him and Jesus will always do what's right 
for him. 
 
After all, if someone would die a slow, miserable death for 
you, wouldn't they do anything else for you as well? So 
when Jesus said that, "God so loved the world..." the 
words, "so loved" stand out, and have a special meaning all 
their own. That we are in the hands of Someone who SO so 
loves us. That makes me, his mother, feel safe and happy 
too...Thanks Fin! 
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How well do you know St. James’ history?  
Match the year to the correct statement. 
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St. James Trivia 

1. The congregation pledges an annual contribution to the 
Lutheran Radio Broadcasting. 

2. Morning Men’s Ministry Group is started. 
3. Scholarship Fund started from school funds. 
4. A new gymnasium, locker rooms, elevator, offices and 

utility room are completed. 
5. St. James becomes a self-supporting congregation. The 

congregation has 477 souls and 365 communicants. 
6. Church interior is extensively renovated. (wainscoting 

removed; mosaic tile added behind cross; new pulpit, 
lectern, baptismal font; pews and floor refinished, new 
carpeting, ceiling work; new lighting fixtures) and a 
new roof. 

7. St. James is honored with the Milwaukee Mayor’s 
Beautification Award. 

8. The City of Milwaukee installs three street signs which 
point the way to St. James. Locations are 60th and 
North, 60th and Vliet and 55th and Lloyd. 

9. Interior church renovation in done. Chancel stained 
glass windows are narrowed; wood panels are added to 
the chancel walls; communion rail and kneeling 
cushions were introduced. 

10. Cradle Roll Program begins. 
 
 
Answers on page 2 
 

 
Answer Choices: 
 

a. 2006 
b. 2003 
c. 1998 
d. 1997 
e. 1988 
f. 1983 
g. 1965 
h. 1952 
i. 1933 
j. 1928 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
Vacation Bible School – July 11-14   
. 
 

Church Picnic – August  
Watch for details to emerge in the bulletin.   
 

Sanctuary Lighting Dedication – August/September  
Upon completion of the lighting renovation and the refinishing of the wooden floors, there will be 
a dedication service. Unforeseen delays could cause the project to not be completed by August 1. 
Watch for announcements with dedication details. 


